
VINSONKURIAN
Thiruvananthapuram, July9

The rainmaker monsoon
trough over North India has
shiftedalignmentfurthertothe
North with its western end
anchoredoverAmritsarwith its
body and tail running across
Karnal, Bareilly, Ballia, Patna
and Bhagalpur and its end run-
ningclose to the foothills of the
Himalayas.
This is synonymous with

monsoon-break-likeconditions
when rains weaken over the
West Coast, Central and adjoin-
ing Peninsular India though
isolated flare-ups occur at
times. Incontrast, rainsscaleup
over East and North-East India
and parts of the East Coast,
though lowin intensity.

Monsoonabovenormal
This has come at a time when
themonsoon has continued its
above-normal precipitation
fromJuneinto the secondweek
of July. The country as a whole
hasreceivedabovenormalrain-
fall of 13 per cent till Thursday
(June 1-July 9). Tamil Nadu has
dramatically returned to the
normal category (in fact 17 per
cent rainfall above normal and
is inching closer to the excess
rainfallmarkof 20per cent and
above).
But Kerala and Lakshadweep

represent the other end with a
deficit of 18 per cent reach and
tottering close to thedeficit (-19

per cent and lower). Central In-
dia has turned in a good ac-
count for itself except East Gu-
jarat which is in deficit (-33 per
cent). In the North-West, Hi-
machal Pradesh (-24 per cent)
and Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh (-47 per cent) are nurs-
ingdeficits too.
In the North-East, Nagaland-

Manipur-Mizoram-Tripura has
a deficit of 33 per cent, mainly
attributable to the veryhighav-
erages applicable there. With
the shifting of themonsoon to-
wards this region as also to the
foothills of the Himalayas, the
rainfall figures are expected to
improve over North-West India
aswellasEastandNorth-East In-
diarepletewithfloodevents,es-
pecially in the latter.
The land-based trough over

North India will continue to
witness convergence of south-
westerly/southerly winds from
theBayof Bengal, the IMDsaid.
Thiswouldbringcontinue to

bringfairlywidespreadtowide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavytoveryheavy fallsoverUt-

tarakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
northern parts of Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, hills of West
Bengal, Sikkim and the North-
Eastern states during the next
fivedays.

Thunderstormalert
Isolated extremely heavy falls
have been forecast over Ut-
tarakhand and West Uttar Pra-
desh on Saturday and Sunday;
East Uttar Pradesh during on
Friday to Sunday; Bihar on Fri-
day and Saturday; hills of West
Bengal, Sikkim, Assam,
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh
fromThursday toSaturday.
AnextendedIMDwarningfor

July 14-16 said that fairly wide-
spreadtowidespreadrainfallor
thundershowers with isolated
intense falls is likely over the
North-East and adjoining East
India; plains of North-West In-
diaandalongtheWestcoast.
Itwouldbe scattered to fairly

widespread with isolated in-
tensefallsovertheIslands,Cent-
ral India and parts of the South
Peninsula.

Monsoon abovenormal as rainsmove toNorth

The country as awhole has received above normal rainfall of
13 per cent till Thursday PTI
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VISHWANATHKULKARNI
Bengaluru, July 9

After planning to ban 27 pesti-
cides, the Centre has now
moved to curb the use of
glyphosate, a widely-used
herbicide in the country.
“No person shall use

glyphosate except through
Pest Control Operators,” said a
draft notification issuedby the
Ministry of Agriculture and
FarmersWelfare, published on
July 8. It has given 30days time
for any person to raise objec-
tion or suggestions on the
draft order, issued at the re-
quest of Kerala.
The Restriction on use of

Glyphosate Order, 2020, will
come into force on the date of
itsfinal publication in theOffi-
cial Gazette, the Ministry said
in a notification.
Glyphosate is among the 39

widely-used agrochemicals by
farmers in India to control
weeds in tea plantations, non-
crop and cropped areas, for
about four decades now. The
use of herbicides such as
glyphosate has been on the
rise as farmers have been in-

creasingly relying on chemic-
als to tackle labour shortage,
rising costs and to protect
their yields fromweeds,which
compete with standing crops
for nutrients.
Further, theorder states that

all holders of certificate of re-
gistration granted for
glyphosate and its derivatives
shall return their certificates
to the Registration Committee
for incorporation of the warn-
ing in bold letters ‘The use of
glyphosate formulation to be
allowed through Pest Control
Operators (PCOs)’ on the label
and leaflets.
The industry said the gov-

ernment’s proposed move is
impractical as there are not
many PCOs in the farm sector
and that it may impact the
sales of glyphosate and its
product formulations.
Pradeep Dave, President of

the Pesticides Manufacturers
and Formulators Association
of India, said the government
wants to see that the applica-
tion of glyphosate and its
products is taken up by quali-
fied people such as PCOs.

“However, the only problem is
that such operators are not re-
gistered with the agriculture
department or government,”
he said.
Surprised at the Centre’s

move, Crop Life India CEO, As-
itava Sen, said CropLife and its
concerned members implore
the Centre to allow at least 90
days time to respond, instead
of the30days specified indraft
order given Covid and lock-
down situation.
Kavita Kuruganti of the Alli-

ance for Sustainable and Hol-
istic Agriculture said the draft
order was pretty useless in its
scope of action from govern-
ment. “It does not address any-
thing related to the sale of

glyphosate. In the absence of
regulatory oversight over who
is selling, who is buying and
who is using on the ground,
what is thepointof saying that
use is restricted to application
only by PCOs? It appears that
the government has not yet
grasped the full set of reper-
cussions with glyphosate. The
governmentneeds to go to the
next logical step of banning
the chemical,” she said.
Rajesh Agarwal, Managing

Director, Insecticides India Ltd,
said there are hardly any PCOs
in rural areas, and that thegov-
ernment’s decision could be
difficult to implement and
mayhurtsales. Further, theuse
of PCOs for spraying would
also add to the costs of
farmers.
“This move is against farm-

ers’ interest,” said CD Mayee,
Presidentof SouthAsiaBiotech
Centre. The government could
be thinking of curbing the cul-
tivation of HT cotton by re-
stricting the sales, but now
there are other cotton growers
who are dependent on these
herbicides to controlweeds.
Moreover, where are the

PCOs in rural areas? The
concept of PCOmay be preval-
ent in the US but not in rural

India. Anymove to create PCOs
now would result in corrup-
tion and licence raj, yet again,
Mayee said.
Major producers of

glyphosate in India include
Bayer, Sumitomo,Adama,Crys-
tal andRallis.
A Bayer India spokesperson

said aswith all cropprotection
products, glyphosate too has
been subjected to rigorous
testing. Bayer, in partnership
with other stakeholders, will
continue to engage with the
Ministry to understand this
draft order in detail.
Glyphosate consumption

stood at close to 670 tonnes
during 2018-19. The govern-
ment’s move is also aimed at
controlling the spread of il-
legal herbicide tolerant (HT)
cotton, which more farmers
are seenplanting this year.
The timing of the Ministry’s

move to restrict use of
glyphosate seems interesting.
Itmayberecalledthat recently,
Bayer reached a $10.9-billion
settlement with the Roundup
plaintiffs in the US, who had
claimed that the use of herbi-
cide had caused them to de-
velop a form of blood cancer.
Glyphosate isanactive ingredi-
ent in theweedicide Roundup.

Says application of herbicide shall be
only through pest control operators

Glyphosate is among the 39
agrochemicals widely used
by farmers in the country

Govtmoves to restrict useof glyphosate

GCHANDRASHEKHAR

After struggling to find direc-
tion until last week, gold,
punters’ eternal favourite, has
today breached $1,800 an
ounce to touch a multi-year
high of $1,818/oz. It is the
highest level since September
2011.
The metal is buoyed by the

ongoing risk aversion binge
with heavy demand from safe
havenhunters in thecontextof
rising Covid-19 infections not
only in theUS,where it reached
the 3 million mark earlier this
week, but also in countries as
far apart as Brazil and India.
The lockdown of Australia’s

Melbourne city after a surge in
Covid-19 cases has added an-
other layer of uncertainty
about the ability of govern-
ments and health systems to
contain the pandemic from re-
curring. Developments relat-
ing to Hong Kong are also on
the radar.
A surge in the interest in the

yellow metal is also evidenced
byrising inflowinETFs.Over30
tonneshaveflowed intoETFs in
thefirstweekof thismonth.Ac-
cording to the World Gold
Council, such inflows amoun-
tedto104tonnes inJuneand, in
the first half of this year, they
aggregated 734 tonnes.
Very clearly, gold is now an

investors’ delight, affirming its
safe haven status during this
time of global health and eco-

nomic uncertainty. The fact of
the matter is that gold is on a
fierce tug-of-warwiththeequit-
iesmarket.Hopesof aV-shaped
recovery are rising, as recent
data suggest. If the flow of eco-
nomic data continues to stay
positive for a period of time,
the stockmarkets are bound to
move higher, gradually mov-
ing towards a ‘risk-on’ environ-
ment.
On the other hand, notwith-

standing improvements ineco-
nomic data, if the pandemic
situation worsens, it will
heighten the uncertainty, and
drive investments towards safe
assets like gold.
Importantly, the yellow

metal is currently benefiting
from ultra-loose monetary
policies pursued by various
central bankers and expecta-
tion that sucha stancewill con-
tinue fora longerperiod.Wider
fiscal deficit and rising debt
levels are there for all to see.
No wonder, speculative fin-

ancial investors are betting on
a further rise ingoldprices and
have expanded their net long
positions in the bourses over
recentweeks. It shouldcomeas
little surprise if gold prices
made further gains towards
$1,850/oz in thedays ahead.

Physicalmarket isdown
However, it must be re-
membered that financial in-
vestment generates speculat-
ive frothwhich can dissipate at
the slightest sniff of danger.
Thephysicalmarket for the yel-
low metal is far from support-

ive. Import and consumption
in two of the world’s largest
markets — China and India —
are enervated.
Continued lockdown in In-

dia, limited pace of economic
activity and rural population
engaged in farm-relatedactivit-
ies mean poor physical de-
mand. Sharply rising domestic
prices triggered by record in-
ternationalrateskeepbuyersat
bay. Demand destruction at
higherprices is very real.
On the other hand, scrap

sales are rising, adding to sup-
plies. So, recovery in gold de-
mand in our country will not
be anytime soon. India’s June
imports were as low as 11
tonnes (over 80 percent lower
year-on-year), showing only a
marginal improvement over
evennegligible arrivals inApril
andMay.
Given that physical demand

in Asia is unlikely to recover
soon, gold runs the risk of abig
correction if economic data be-
gin to provide evidence of re-
vival inmanufacturingandser-
vice sectors as well as in trade
andinvestment. Itmaytake the
whole Q3 for the revival to
gather pace.
In the event, equities will get

a boost and gold will lose its
sheen. A correction towards
$1,600/oz levels inQ4remainsa
distinct possibility on current
reckoning.

Thewriter is apolicy
commentator and commodities
market specialist. Viewsare
personal

RisingCovid cases:Gold cements its haven status
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OUR BUREAU
Ahmedabad, July 9

Dairy and food products
major Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), which sells dairy
products under the Amul
brand, on Thursday an-
nounced its foray into the
edible oil segment with the
launch of ‘Janmay’ brand of
consumer packs of edible
oils.
The dairy major has

launched five variants —
farm fresh cottonseed oil,
soyabean oil, groundnut
oil, sunflower oil and mus-
tard oil in 1 ltr pouch, 5 ltr
jar and 15 kg tin pack. Ini-
tially, it will be available in
Gujarat and Rajasthan mar-
kets through Amul parlours
and retail counters.
RS Sodhi, MD, GCMMF on

Thursday informed that
“The launch of ‘Janmay’
range of edible oils in Gu-

jarat is to provide remuner-
ative price to edible oil-
seeds growers in
Banaskantha in North Gu-
jarat and South Gujarat.
Our country is highly de-
pendent on imported oils;
around 65 per cent of oils
consumed is imported as
trend is skewed towards re-
fined oils. Indigenous oils
such as groundnut oil, mus-
tard oil contribute around
25 per cent of total oil con-
sumption in India.” Janmay
means “newly born” or

“fresh” he added.
The dairy major observed

that the demand for
branded and packed oil
shot up during the pan-
demic and decided to
launch its own brand of ed-
ible oils.
Janmay oil products are

being packed at a new and
modern plant near
Panalpur, North Gujarat.
Sodhi also stated that the

3.6 million milk producers
of GCMMF are also farmers
some of whom cultivate oil
seeds such as groundnut,
cottonseed and mustard in
Gujarat. This is to provide
stable and remunerative
price to edible oilseed
growers of Gujarat.
It is important to note

that India had liberalised
edible oil imports despite
having 90 per cent+ self-suf-
ficiency in 1990s at the cost
of domestic producers.
Because of such policy,

today India is the world’s
largest importer of edible
oils, spending around
₹75,000 crore annually on
foreign exchange on im-
ports, Sodhi stated.

GCMMF launches
‘Janmay’ brand
for Gujarat and
Rajasthan markets

RS Sodhi, Managing Director,
Gujarat CooperativeMilk
Marketing Federation

Now, a taste of farm-fresh edible
oil from themarketers ofAmul

VSAJEEVKUMAR
Kochi, July9

Arobustupcountrydemandhas
liftedprices of dust teas at Kochi
auctions thisweek.

Witnessing a strong demand
inCTCgrades in sale 28, themar-
ket for varieties such as PD, RD
and SRD observed a strong fea-
ture and appreciated by longer
margins of ₹10-15. The demand
has resulted inhigherprice real-
isation, which has gone up at
₹117.74 per kg against ₹109.78 in
thepreviousweek.However, the
quantity offered was only
7,48,938.40 kg, as active mon-
soon in the high ranges started

impacting tea arrivals. In ortho-
doxdust, themarketwasfirmto
dearer. The quantity offeredwas
17,500 kg and a small quantity
sold was absorbed by exporters
andupcountrybuyers.

The market for select Nilgiri
brokens and whole leaf re-
mained steady and tended to
ease. The quantity offered was
3,40,585 kg, while the average
price realisation was up by ₹157
per kg compared to ₹149 in the
previousweek.CTCleaf saleswit-
nessedastrongdemandwith98
per cent was sold in the offered
quantity of 63,000 kg. The mar-
ketwashigherby₹10-15.

Upcountrydemand lifts
teaprices atKochi auctions

RAHULWADKE
Mumbai, July 9

Dahanu-Gholvad chikoo fruit
from Palghar district ofMaha-
rashtra enjoys the distinction
of having Geographical Indic-
ation (GI) tag. Now, efforts are
being made to get GI tag for
WadaKolamrice, aunique fra-
grant variety cultivated in the
Wada taluka of thedistrict.
On June 29, a final applica-

tion wasmade with the GI Re-
gistry in this regard. TheGIRe-
gistry is a part of the Office of
the Controller General of Pat-
ents,DesignsandTradeMarks.
Wada Kolam rice variety is

cultivated only in coastal
Palghar district, which was
carved out of the gigantic
Thane district in 2014. Palghar

has auniqueagro-climatedue
to proximity to the Arabian
sea as also to the woody Sahy-
adri mountain range. The fer-
tile land also produces chikoo
or sapota fruit,whichreceived
aGI tag in January 2017.
The effort to get the GI tag

has been spearheaded by
prominent Intellectual Prop-

erty lawyer Ganesh Hingmire
andlocal farmer families from
Wada taluka. Hingmire told
BusinessLine that Wada Kolam
rice is verymuch sought after
in the market due to its fla-
vour, thereforemany ricemill
ownersmis-sell their rice vari-
eties as Wada Kolam. The GI
tag to the rice variety will give
better rates to theWada farm-
ers. It will bring traceability
and accountability to the
WadaKolamrice trade.
Farmer Vaibhav Patil from

Wada, secretary of the local
farmer cooperative society
that has undertaken the data
gatheringandbackground to-
wards receiving the GI tag,
said that in all of Wada taluka
only about 250 farmers cultiv-

ate the variety over about
2,500 hectares of land. Since
the land is fertile, only cow
dung is used as manure, no
other chemical is used.
However, the variety has a

lower yield, as out of 100
quintals of paddy only 45
quintals of polished rice gets
produced, while other variet-

ies yield about 55 quintals.
Therefore some farmers are
less inclined to plant this vari-
ety.
Today, Wada farmers get

₹40 per kg. But if GI tag is re-
ceived the rate could increase
to ₹80-90 and the area under
Wada Kolam could easily rise
to 5,000hectares, he said.

Palghar farmers seekGI tag forWadaKolamrice
WX

Wada Kolam rice variety
is cultivated only in
coastal Palghar district
which has a unique
agro-climate. The fertile
land also produces
chikoo or sapota fruit,
which received a GI tag
in January 2017

PSSUNDAR
Coonoor, July9

The Tea Board’s Zonal Office in
Coonoor has cancelled the li-
cences of 18 biofertiliser and in-
stant tea factories for various
deviations.

Tea Board’s Executive Director
MBalaji saidthat this followedthe
perusal of replies anddepositions
received from them on the show-
cause notices issued to them
arising from the inspections car-
ried out by the Board’s officials to
ascertain the veracity of theusage
of teawaste.

However, it had observed that
some instant tea factories and
biofertiliser unitswere not adher-
ing to the termsandconditionsof
the licence regarding the proper
use of the tea waste, Balaji said.
Some sold tea wastes which were
reported to be misused in recyc-
ling adding colour and sold in
rural shops in the South Indian
market,heobserved.While the in-
spection was conducted in 22
units, licence has been cancelled
for 18 units which had not main-
tainedproper accountsof the raw
material and theendproduce.

TeaBoard cancels licences of 18
instant tea andbiofertiliser units
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